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n A'tf// 

honorable Thorsag P. Sagletois 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Deer Senator kagletca; 

• The U.S. Department of the interior Fish and Wildlife Service 
forwarded a copy of Mr. George GlEasoc-'a letter to this agency for a 
response concerning a large tank of dioxin in the Springfield area. 

Before commenting on the Dioxin question, 1 would like to briefly 
address another area mentioned in the letter, fluoridation oZ water 
supplies. The Bepartiaent of health, Education, and Welfare has program 
responsibility for this but since El'A prcvid.ee technical assistance to 
the DepartSient I believe a response is appropriate. 

Sodiusi fluoride anc! sodium silicofluorl.de -ware used as rodent 
poisons at one time because these chemicala are not aecuiaulativa and 
will not affect the food chain. Additionally, there is no scientific 
evidence eemoristrsting that fluoridation at proper levels will have 
any adverse health effects. Soaa 42 national and world health organi­
sations andOT30 fluorldaticn, 

With r-aspcct to the possibility of sodium fluoride in excessive 
amounts, wo vould point out that the average city using one million 
gallons of vstsr par day will use 19 pounds of efcesical per day. In 
order to reach a possible harmful level# 35,000 pounds of sodism 
fluoride witild have to be added. .The'typical ehaaical feeder holds 
only 100 pounds. 

The Syntax Agribusiness» Inc. facility at Verona does have, 
approximately 4,600 gallons of hies in (2,3,7,8 -tcttachlcrouiher.sod toxin) 
stored in a aild stsel tank. This tank is situated on a solid concrete 
slab surrounded by a concrete dike. All Hue* connecting thiu tank 
vith adjacent buildings have bsen disconnected, thereby providing 
total isolation of the tank. Additionally, the Dioxin is in the form 
ofi a solid at atmospheric temperature and, therefore, would not escape 
even if the storage tank should rapture. 

Even though ths material poses no danger to the environment at 
present# the Company wishes to dispose of It as soon ao possible. They 
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ara presently negotiating an agreement with a disposal eoapany and . 
expect the material will bo dastructed within tvo or three aonths. 
frocadnrea for handling the Dioxlti. are being coordinated between eon-
corned Tederal and State agencies. 

Me arc pleased with the responsible attitude being taken by the 
Syntax Agribusiness, Inc. in this ssatcer, particularly since no Federal 
agency has; regulatory authority over problems of this nature. The 
Toxic Substance Control let, Senate bill 426, now being considered by 
the Congress would provide such authority. 

If we say be of further assistance, please contact us, 

Sincerely yours, 

Jercjse ^vore 
actional Adslaistrator 

bcc: Kq, AL (AL-2730) 
UATR. Program 
ARMM Program. 
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